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ANALYSIS

Conservative county
commissioners defend parental
rights on vaccines, infuriating

woke Michigan media

The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners in Michigan voted overwhelmingly,

9-2, in favor of a resolution that requires parents to be better informed about

their options for school and daycare vaccination mandates.

Ottawa County Board of Commissioners meeting YouTube / Screenshot
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Stephen Kokx

Wed Aug 30, 2023 - 4:54 pm EDT

WEST OLIVE, Michigan (LifeSiteNews) — One of the most conservative counties in the state
of Michigan has doubled down on its unwavering support for parental rights, throwing local
media outlets into a frenzy.

On Tuesday last week, the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners, which represents roughly
300,000 Michiganians, voted overwhelmingly, 9-2, in favor of a resolution that requires
parents to be better informed about their options for school and daycare vaccination
mandates.

Led by Chairman Joe Moss, commissioners passed the “Resolution on Childhood Vaccine
Waivers for School and Childcare.” The measure doesn’t create new policies but simply
strengthens already existing laws by requiring authorities to more clearly promote medical,
ethical, or religious exemptions for children.

The resolution was needed, Moss told LifeSite yesterday, because the Ottawa County
Department of Public Health has repeatedly failed to properly educate parents about their
right to shield their sons and daughters from vaccines.

“There have been a ton of social media ads by our health department promoting vaccines as
we head into the new school year. But none includes language about how parents have the
right to exemptions,” Moss said via phone. “This measure was needed to ensure parents are
better informed.”

Ottawa County Administrative Health Officer Adeline Hambley has been a thorn in the side
of Moss and his pro-medical freedom colleagues since they rode into office on a tidal wave of
support in 2022, as reported by LifeSite at the time.

Earlier this year, Hambley filed a lawsuit against the county after commissioners sought to
replace her. A judge in nearby Muskegon sided with her, and she remained in her role, but a
state appeals court panel vacated that ruling this summer.

Perhaps sensing her dismissal is imminent, Hambley attacked Moss as well as Ottawa County
Administrator John Gibbs earlier this week by telling liberal local media outlets that they
were slashing the county’s medical budget to a level that will endanger people’s lives.

Gibbs as well as Moss debunked her baseless claims in public statements, noting that they
are simply wanting to return to pre-pandemic spending amounts.

Listen to this article

0:00 / 4:54 1X
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It’s time for public health to focus on meeting the needs of the people, rather than
creating public panic.https://t.co/xgICdWdYKB

— Sylvia Leigh Rhodea (@SylviaRhodea) August 29, 2023

Despite that, NBC affiliate WOOD TV8 as well as MLive.com recklessly reported on Hambley’s
deceptive argument in a way that made it seem the health department was going to close in a
matter of weeks. MLive previously characterized Moss and his colleagues as a “far right
faction.”

Moss and seven other candidates backed by Ottawa Impact PAC, including co-founder Sylvia
Leigh Rhodea, were first elected last fall. Thanks to a strong pro-family and pro-faith
platform, they ousted multiple incumbent moderate Republicans, several of whom
supported COVID lockdowns.

The landslide Moss and his fellow freedom warriors received clearly gave them a mandate to
pass conservative policies that their constituents have long desired. At their first meeting,
commissioners eliminated the county’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion office. Since then,
they’ve enacted a laundry list of other anti-woke measures.

West Michigan media has relentlessly attacked them ever since. According to watchdog
SimplyAmerican.com, local news outlets have run more than 75 hit pieces on the
commissioners, with Holland Sentinel reportedly publishing the most.

That paper’s activist executive editor, Sarah Leach – who allegedly belongs to a left-wing
Facebook group specifically formed to oppose Moss’ PAC – has described Ottawa Impact as a
“far-right fundamentalist” organization in her biased reporting. 

On X, formerly Twitter, Leach has also repeatedly ridiculed medical freedom voices, and has
pushed Big Pharma talking points about the abortion-tainted COVID shot, which has been
linked to sudden death, myocarditis, pregnancy complications, and blood clots.

Calling it “local news” is like calling Coca-Cola a “local drink” just because it’s sold
here. Learn who controls your media: https://t.co/c6nFmJOavD@Gannett
@HollandSentinel @ghtribune @WOODTV @FOX17 @wzzm13 @TEGNA

— Joe Moss (@RealJoeMoss) August 28, 2023

Moss told LifeSite that he and his fellow elected officials are undeterred in the face of media
attacks and that they will continue to defend parental rights, uphold Christian values, and
pass conservative policies.
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CURRENT  + OPINION

Proposed budget cuts cause social
media meltdown for Ottawa County
Interim Health Director

Published August 31, 2023

Written by Henry

Photography by Simply American

“The County will not stand for any attempts by the Department of

Public Health to cut essential programs unnecessarily, for

political spectacle or media theatrics. The families who are served

by the Department of Public Health deserve better, and will not

be political pawns.” —Ottawa County Press Release, August 28,

2023

GONE ROGUE

Rather than coming to the budget discussion to work out details

with the County Administrator, Interim Health Director Adeline

Hambley jumped on the media circuit.

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIOTTAWA/bulletins/36d375d
javascript:void(0);
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In an attempt to fearmonger the citizens of Ottawa County,

Hambley claimed that the department will be forced to close its

doors or cut essential mandated services.

In a social media post on August 22, 2023, at 4:59pm, the Ottawa

County Department of Public Health amped up its temper tantrum

by stating, “Proposed budget reductions of this size will signif icantly

impair, and likely eliminate, various public health services and the

Health Department’s ability to maintain public health and safety.”

Just two days later (Thursday, August 24, 2023, at 5:08pm), Hambley

again continued the false narrative.

Posted on the Ottawa County Department of Public Health social

media pages is a letter signed by Hambley stating, “[T]hese actions

will have lasting and long-term effects on individuals, businesses,

OC Department of Public Health Facebook post, August 22, 2023.

javascript:void(0);
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organizations, and the entire community as they risk the health of

each person who lives or works in Ottawa County.”

An attempt was made to reach Hambley on Friday, August 25, 2023,

to ask questions. But, during her “manufactured crisis,” she was out

of the off ice.

FACTS OVER FEAR

On Monday, August 28, 2023, Hambley had a virtual press conference

to spin her narrative of fear again.

“We will be looking to create new channels to be able to

communicate credible health information,” Hambley said, “and

updates that are of interest to the county residents as soon as

possible.”

She continues, “It’s important to the Ottawa County Health Officer

for me to be able to have the powers and duties to inform and speak

with the public as soon as possible if there is a threat to health.”

Out of off ice response f rom Adeline Hambley, August 25, 2023.

https://www.crainsgrandrapids.com/news/health-care/ottawa-county-public-health-officer-warns-of-impending-department-shutdown-with-proposed-budget-cuts/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_term=crainsgr&utm_content=ba0b8723-2f40-4bb4-8bc3-155124faac6d&fbclid=IwAR1ijpmJADlB5PDC8vToI-ordIHjUbRT5ujJ-MT6Jm14Xelz21lCGIEkytQ
javascript:void(0);
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Powers?

During the COVID-19 pandemic many Ottawa County citizens

realized that our Health Department was given too many powers.

And the previous Board of elected off icials failed to oversee the

Health Department—which puts Ottawa County in a place where

“powers” now seem to be the most important thing to Hambley.

But where are her facts?

As her lawyer sits next to her during her virtual press conference,

Hambley again speaks of not meeting the minimum requirement for

state mandated services—all while failing to give the public exactly

what the state minimums are.

The citizens can see the facts for themselves.

TRANSPARENCY IS KEY

From 2009 to 2018 the Ottawa County Health Department hovered

close to a 10-million-dollar budget, increasing to 16 to 18 million

during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Where did the extra funds go during that period?

Board Chair Joe Moss was able to explain where some of the funds

went when interviewed on the Justin Barclay show on August 28,

2023.

“Two years ago the county added 42 COVID staff positions. And,

those people have been working the last two years, presumably on

COVID response,” Moss explains. “And, now that we’re past the

government response to the pandemic, those positions should end

as it was discussed in the very beginning.”

According to an August 26, 2023 press release by Board Vice-Chair

Sylvia Rhodea, “Public Health Panic—The prioritization of public

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=265427992935727&ref=sharing
https://sylviarhodea.com/press-release-public-health-panic-the-prioritization-of-public-health-powers-over-the-needs-of-the-people
javascript:void(0);
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health powers over the needs of the people,” the previous Board

approved these 42 positions for $2,179,153.

The Biden administration ended the public health emergency on

May 11, 2023, signaling to the country that it was time to return to

pre-pandemic life.

In a press release by Moss, he breaks down a plan for the budget that

could save taxpayers in Ottawa County $4,178,063—all while still

meeting the statutory requirements.

Moss reminds citizens that the Health Department has a current

fund balance of three million dollars, as shown in the following

budget breakdown provided to residents during the budget process.

Ottawa County Public Health budget breakdown. Image obtained f rom Board Chair Joe

Moss' press release.

https://joemoss.com/press-release-proposal-to-return-public-health-budget-to-historical-pre-covid-levels
javascript:void(0);
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CAN’T MAKE A PLAN

“I can’t even make a plan around it,” Hambley told the Holland

Sentinel.

So rather than sitting down and engaging in discussion, Hambley

is attempting to influence the budget process by media theatrics.

For over 10 years the previous health director was able to make a

10-million-dollar budget work and still provide the services

required by state mandates.

If the former health officer could operate and come to the table

for the process, why can’t Hambley?

The County has promised to continue to work through the details,

with or without assistance from Public Health leaders.

“We remain committed to ensuring the Public Health

Department meets the needs of the community, serving our

children, families, and individuals with excellence while ensuring

fiscal responsibility to the taxpayers of Ottawa County.” —August

28th Ottawa County Press Release

© Copyright 2023 Simply American LLC. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
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The truth behind the Ottawa County Health Dept. budget reduction

RELEASE | August 29, 2023

Contact: Luke Meerman

Rep. Meerman issued the following statement today addressing misconceptions
about the Ottawa County Health Department’s annual budget:

https://gophouse.org/
mailto:?&subject=Michigan%20House%20Republicans&body=https%3A%2F%2Fgophouse.org%2Fposts%2Fthe-truth-behind-the-ottawa-county-health-dept-budget-reduction%3Fmibextid%3DZxz2cZ%26fbclid%3DIwAR2o7Z0ZO6kZgb2NWOeobcDzxfZl8qVZFC2df46lsuumkbk3qRT8XrcZ7WE
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